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Tlie Article in Q-reek.

Did Homer use the article? Did he use it before
proper names? These and similar questions had
to be settled, and as one or the other view was
adopted by the editors, the text of these ancient poems
was changed by more or less violent emendations.
New technical terms were required for distinguishing,
for instance, the article, if once recognised, from the
demonstrative pronoun. Article is a literal transla-
tion of the Greek word drlhron. Arthron (Lat. urtw)
means the socket of a joint. The word was fh\st used.
by Aristotle, and with him it could only mean words
which formed, as it were, the sockets in which the
members of a sentence, moved. In mieh a sentence*
as c Whoever did it, he shall suffer for it/ Greek
grammarians would have called the demonstrative
pronoun, lie the first socket, and the relative pronoun
who the second, socket;1 and before Zenodotus, the
first librarian of Alexandria, 250 B.o.3 all pronouns
were sirnp]y classed as sockets or articles of speech.
It was he who first introduced a distinction between
personal pronouns or antdnymtui, and the mere articles
or articulations of speech, -which henceforth retained
the name of artJtra. This distinction was very neces-
sary, and it was, no doubt, suggested to him by iris
emendations of the text of Homer, Zrtnodotus "being
the first who restored the article before proper names
in the Iliad and Odyssey. Who, in speaking now of
the definite or indefinite article, thinks of the origin
and original meaning of tho word, and of the tirno